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OES Director Urges Earthquake Preparedness on  

101st Anniversary of 1906 San Francisco Earthquake  
 
SACRAMENTO – The Director of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES), Henry Renteria, said 
today that Wednesday’s 101st anniversary of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake is an opportunity for all 
Californians to increase their personal preparedness for the next major earthquake. 
 
“Even though the San Francisco Bay Area was much less populated than it is today, the 1906 earthquake and 
fires that followed had a significant impact on people living and working in the Bay Area and in communities as 
far away as Monterey, Mendocino and Sacramento,” said Renteria. 
 
According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the 4:18 a.m. earthquake and fires caused an 
estimated 3,000 deaths and more than $500 million in property losses.   
 
“If a similar earthquake were to occur on the San Andreas today triggering major fires, the impacts could be 
truly tragic,” added Renteria.   
 
According to a report released in conjunction with last year’s centennial anniversary of the 1906 earthquake, a 
repeat event on the San Andreas today would cause 800-3,400 deaths and $90-120 billion in property losses.  
The report also estimates that the quake itself would displace 160,000-250,000 households.   Quake-related 
fires would cause additional deaths and property losses. 
 
“It’s important that residents of Bay Area and surrounding counties understand that the estimated impacts cited 
in the report released last year and in other planning scenarios are not inevitable,” Renteria said.  “Every 
Californian can reduce his or her risk of death, injury and property losses by taking action.” 
 
The OES Director said Bay Area residents living in older single-family houses can reduce the risk of death, 
injury and property loss due to structural collapse by making sure their homes are bolted to their foundation. 
 
Those living in new and older homes can reduce their risk of death, injury and property loss resulting from a 
quake-related fire by equipping them with flexible connections and using ¾” x 24 gauge perforated steel 
plumbers tape to brace them securely to wall studs. 
 
Homeowners and renters can reduce their risk of death, injury and property damage resulting from falling 
bookcases, stereos and other objects by properly securing those items. 
 
“Preventive actions are important in helping save lives and reducing injuries and property losses,” said 
Renteria.  “I strongly encourage residents of the Bay Area and surrounding communities to enhance their 
personal preparedness by taking preventive safety actions, as well as updating their emergency plans and 
replenishing their emergency supply kits.” 
 
Detailed information on earthquake mitigation and preparedness measures, including family plans and items 
for emergency supply kits, is available on the OES Web site at www.oes.ca.gov.  
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